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1.	 The title, The Peculiar Gift of July, 
could have several meanings. Did your 
idea of what (or whom) the “gift” might 
be and for whom it was intended change 
as you read the book?

2.	 The novel begins with the line 
“There was no end to the oddments 
that washed up on Ebey’s End.” What 
were you imagining when you first 
read that sentence, and did its meaning 
change for you as the story unfolded? 
Does it give you a different feeling when 
you read it now?

3.	 Has anyone ever given you an 
unexpectedly meaningful gift? What was 
it, and how did it help you?

4.	 Does Ebey’s End remind you of other 
small towns you’ve known? Many of 
the book’s characters have complicated 
relationships with the isolated island 
and the type of community it creates. 
Which character’s feelings resonated 
with you most? Would you want to live 
in Ebey’s End?

5.	 Doc, Pastor Chet, and Anita all take 
on the problems of the rest of the town 
while not asking for help. How does this 
impact each of them? How do they cope 
with their own problems?

6.	 Anita and Carol seem an unlikely 
pair, especially considering their 
shared history. How do you think each 
woman sees the other, and how did 
that perception change throughout            
the story?

7.	 July truly has a unique gift. What 
would you do if you had her power? 
How much would you interfere in 
someone’s life?

8.	 In Ebey’s End, the people who 
stay on the island often continue in 
the same business as their parents. 
Can you imagine following in one of 
your parents’ footsteps? Which of the 
parent-child relationships resonated 
most with you? Did any of them remind 
you of people you’ve known?

9.	 How do July and Anita change each 
other? In what ways are they good for 
each other?

10.	Over the course of the book, Ream 
weaves a layered web of connection 
among the residents of Ebey’s End. 
Which connections surprised you? What 
do you see for the townsfolks’ futures?
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